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Investing in Healthcare
Conference

In the wake of the credit crunch and its concomitant effect on company
valuations, many commentators have viewed healthcare as a 'safe haven'
whose defensive characteristics shelter it from the worst of the storm.
But is this viewing the world through rose tinted spectacles, and is it now
time to admit that healthcare is facing the same crisis as other sectors?

This conference, an annual fixture in the health and care calendar, will
this year reflect the difficult market conditions and take in opinions from
some of the country's leading healthcare analysts, academics, providers
and investors as to whether there are grounds for a more optimistic
outlook. 

Radisson SAS Portman Hotel, London, W1
Wednesday 29 October 2008
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The 2008 Annual Investing in Healthcare Conference

9.00 Registration & coffee 

9.30 Keynote Presentation:
Overview of recent trends 
and transactions 
Dominic Hollamby
Global Head – Healthcare Group
Rothschild

10.00 Opportunities for investment for the 
independent sector in the NHS
• Does the Department of Health want 

independent sector investment and how fast?
• How can we lower the barriers?
• Where do the opportunities lie: primary care, 

diagnostics, acute hospitals, mental health
Bob Ricketts
Director of System Management and New 
Enterprise
Department of Health

10.30 Open forum

10.45 Morning coffee

Sector Analysis
The following sessions will address:
• Market Growth
• Profitability
• Risks
• Opportunities for investment
• Regulatory issues

11.05 Long term care
Chai Patel
Chairman
Court Cavendish

11.25 The independent hospital sector
Jill Watts
Chief Executive
Ramsay Health Care

11.45 Diagnostics
Philip Whitecross
Chief Executive
InHealth Group

12.05 Open forum

12.15 Investing in healthcare post credit crunch 
Interactive panel discussion with panel 
and delegates
Panellists:
Paul Birley, Head of Healthcare, Barclays 
Commercial Bank 
David Jones, Partner, Corporate Finance, 
Deloitte LLP
Sahill Shan, Lead Healthcare Analyst, Brewin 
Dolphin Securities
David Whileman, Partner, 3i
Steve Adkin, Partner, Apposite Capital

1300 Networking lunch

14.00 Healthcare at home
Charles Walsh
Executive Chairman
Healthcare at Home

14.20 Staffing
Kate Bleasdale
Chief Executive 
Healthcare Locums Ltd

14.40 Primary care
Bart Johnson
Director of Healthcare Strategy and Policy
Assura Group

15.00 Afternoon tea

15.15 Extra care
James Cooper
Managing Director
Care Village Group

15.35 Homecare
Alexander Young
Chief Executive
Allied Healthcare

15.55 Mental health and learning disability
Professor Christopher Thompson
Board Member Healthcare
Priory Group

16.15 Open forum

16.30 Afternoon tea and close

Chair: Alan Dexter, Healthcare Consultant



The Speakers
ALAN DEXTER was Chief Executive of Community
Hospitals Group plc from 1983 until 1996, then its
Chairman until the sale of the company to Capio AB of
Sweden in July 2001. From that date until September
2004, he was a non-executive Director of Capio
Healthcare UK. 
DOMINIC HOLLAMBY is a Managing Director in
Rothschild London and Global Head of Healthcare. Prior
to joining Rothschild, he was a Partner with Andersen and
he spent one year seconded to HM Treasury and
Department of Health establishing the private finance
initiative (PFI) within the NHS during 1993/4. 
BOB RICKETTS is Director of System Management &
New Enterprise in the Commissioning & System
Management Directorate. Prior to that he was Director of
Demand-Side Reform, leading the development of
national policy on all aspects of demand-side reform.  
WILLIAM LAING is a trained economist, and the driving
force behind Laing & Buisson, which he set up in 1976.
William is viewed by many as the leading commentator on
private health and community care in this country. The
media regularly seeks his comments on industry events.
PAUL BIRLEY heads up the Healthcare team and has
been involved in many high profile deals with particular
interest in the long-term care sector (both elderly and
specialist), day nurseries, acute care hospitals and
dentists. 
DAVID JONES is a partner in Deloitte Corporate Finance
and he is also a member of the firm's UK and Global
Healthcare and Life Sciences Executive. David joined
Deloitte in 2001. Prior to joining Deloitte, he spent four
years at Westminster Health Care, one of the UK’s largest
private healthcare providers, latterly as the Director of
Corporate Development.  
PHILIP WHITECROSS joined InHealth in 2001 and
became Chief Executive in 2007. Prior to joining InHealth,
Philip has worked across a number of sectors including
leisure, media and technology. He is a Chartered
Accountant by training having qualified with Deloitte in
1989.
CHARLES WALSH founded Healthcare at Home in 1992,
the first company in Europe providing sophisticated
treatment in the home as an alternative to hospital. Today
the company has a turnover of £400m and continues to
experience fast organic growth.
KATE BLEASDALE started Healthcare Locums in 2003
which has grown through acquisition and organically to
become the largest specialist healthcare staffing company
in the UK today. HCL floated on AIM in November 2005
and following 13 acquisitions over the last four years it
has now completed its acquisition strategy. 
JAMES COOPER moved to the Care Village UK in 2002
as Group Managing Director to direct the day to day
operations of the two Groups including Care Estates Ltd.
Care Village UK is one of the foremost owner, builder and
operator of retirement villages and care homes in the UK
and have been the pioneers of the retirement village
sector for the past 12 years. 
ALEXANDER YOUNG has served as Chief Executive
Officer of Allied Healthcare since January 2008. From
2004 he was the Managing Director of Electronic Security
of Chubb UK a division of United Technologies
Corporation. Prior to that he was a member of the
Executive Board of Rentokil Initial plc , a UK FTSE 100
international support services company. 

PROFESSOR CHRISTOPHER THOMPSON trained as a
psychiatrist and was the professor of psychiatry at the
University of Southampton. Since 2004 he has been the
Chief Medical Officer and a Board Director of Priory
Group.  Professor Thompson has also been a leader in
the Royal College of Psychiatrists, as Registrar and as
Vice President; he has been a council member of the
GMC and a trustee of the Mental Health Foundation. 

Who should attend
Representatives from financial institutions contemplating
the healthcare market as a potential investment, as well
as all healthcare leaders and professionals examining the
prospects for further financial sponsorship.

From financial institutions:
• Venture capital executives
• Private equity fund managers and directors
• Healthcare analysts and senior corporate finance 

managers from investment houses
• Healthcare and corporate finance specialists from 

accountancy and consultancy practices
• Project management executives
• Institutional investors
• Legal advisors specialising in healthcare mergers 

and acquisitions

From the healthcare sector:
• Independent acute and mental health 

hospital executives
• Long term care provision executives
• Owners, operators and executives of learning 

disability services
• Owners, operators and executives from diagnostic 

services providers
• Owners, operators and executives from independent 

sector homecare providers
• Health and care at home providers
• Healthcare staffing solutions providers
• Senior managers from other independent 

healthcare groups
• NHS executives seeking further insight into the 

independent sector
• Executives from overseas healthcare providers 

seeking greater understanding of the UK market 
and its potential for growth

Lunchtime launch for Laing’s review
The 2008/9 edition of Laing & Buisson’s acclaimed annual
review of the healthcare market will be launched during
the lunchtime break at the Investing in Healthcare conference.
Sponsors of the Review are GVA Grimley, Barclays, BMI
Healthcare, Care Aspirations and Pinsent Masons. 

Exhibitor opportunities
Investing in Healthcare offers a unique opportunity for
organisations wishing to present their products and services
to the influential decision makers from the industry. To discuss
the full range of sponsorship and promotional opportunities
please call Rachel Harper on 020 7923 5344 or email
rachel@laingbuisson.co.uk



Administration
Venue & location
The Radisson SAS Portman Hotel, 22 Portman Square,
London W1H 9FL. Nearest underground stations – Marble
Arch, served by the Central Line

Accommodation
If you wish to book hotel accommodation close to the
Portman Hotel you can get preferential rates by calling Free
Booking Service on 020 8469 1900 or by visiting
freebookingservice.co.uk stating that you are a Laing &
Buisson delegate.

Fees
PLEASE NOTE THAT PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED PRIOR TO THE EVENT
The conference fee, payable in advance in £ sterling includes
all refreshments (coffee on arrival, morning coffee, lunch,
afternoon tea), conference documentation and other materials.
The following discount on full price tickets is available for
group bookings: when two delegates from the same
organisation are booked at the same time, a third person
can be booked at half price. 

Cancellation and refund policy
Reservation is a contract. Substitution of delegates is
acceptable at any time and notification of substitution should 
be emailed to rachel@laingbuisson.co.uk or faxed on 020 7841
0048. Cancellations will only be accepted prior to Tuesday
14 October 2008. Written notices of cancellation received
before that date will be subject to an administration fee of
£75 + VAT per delegate. No refunds can be made on or after
this date. In the event of cancellation of the conference by
the organisers, liability will be restricted to the refund of fees
paid. The organisers reserve the right to make changes to the
programme, speakers or venue should this become necessary.
Laing & Buisson reserves the right not to offer refunds for
cancellations arising from events outside their control.

Joining instructions
Joining instructions will be sent to delegates approximately two
weeks before the conference. If you have not received your
joining instructions by 22 October please call Rachel Harper on
020 7923 5344 or email conferences@laingbuisson.co.uk.

Special requirements
Please advise us of any special requirements you may have ie,
dietary requirements, wheelchair access, hearing loop.

Contact details:
Laing & Buisson Ltd
29 Angel Gate
City Road
London
EC1V 2PT
Tel: 020 7923 5348
Fax: 020 7841 0048

Reservation Form
Investing in healthcare
Wednesday 29 October 2008

PLEASE COMPLETE USING BLOCK PRINT

Names and job titles of those attending:

1

2

3

Company/Organisation:

Address to which conference material should be sent:

Postcode:

Phone: Fax:

Email:

Conference Fee: £565 VAT: £98.87 Total: £663.87

All online orders and credit card payments receive a
5% discount

Authorised signature
(all bookings must be signed)

Payment options
Please invoice my company:

Name & address to which invoice should be sent if 
different from above:
Name:

Address:

Postcode:

Phone: Fax:

Purchase order no:

Credit card payments: Please ring 020 7923 5348 or visit    .
www.laingbuisson.co.uk and pay online 

BACS payments: Please quote Ref: INV7
Barclays   Sort Code 20 65 82   A/C No. 40393711

By cheque: Payable to Laing & Buisson Ltd

A VAT invoice will be issued. VAT Reg No 454 2637 46

Please tick here if you do not wish to receive further information from Laing & Buisson

Book a third delegate at half price

Cannot attend?
Laing & Buisson’s conference CD contains
powerpoint presentations and commentary. Available
for this event at £175 + VAT   

Please send me the documentation
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4

3


